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In the last hundred years historiography has changed profoundly. However, most
historians seem to neglect the achievements of the iconic turn, and make stand against the
attack of the “barbarian hordes” of the pictures, defending the strongholds of the text.

In reality the picture is an eminent source of the historian’s evidence, especially in
the cases when not the protagonists of history, but different minorities (children, women,
ethnic minorities, etc.) are concerned. The latter are barely covered by contemporary
written sources, but frequently depicted as accessory, or even main, figures in contem-
porary pictures. Analyzing for example the etchings depicting Hungarian gypsies in the
19™ century, we can obtain several new pieces of information, from small details to
general conclusions. Through the analysis of the pictures we can demonstrate the chang-
ing attitude of the majority towards the gypsies from acceptance to rejection. They clearly
show the visual — and conceptual — stereotypes of the majorities. Nevertheless the pic-
tures do testify to a great break in the life of the Middle-European gypsy society: how
they lost their ability to take part in the general pattern of production characteristic of the
surrounding societies.
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