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"*SignONOne**
Visual Learning for the Deaf

"SignOnOne" is an online course for teaching English to deaf adults without any
prior knowledge of English. As the deaf are barred from the acoustic channel, they need
to receive all their information via the visual channel. Therefore "SignOnOne" uses sign
language as language of instruction (the users may choose between a translation of the
sentences, words and phrases into the national sign languages of the six partner coun-
tries).

The program also includes animations to visualize the cognitive concepts within
the English sentences. Each animation is linked to a sentence in the English text. The ani-
mations were developed based on the theory that languages are learned by watching
"scenes"” and "scripts". The artists doing the animations tried only to include what is men-
tioned in the sentences, no more and no less. Linking the language to what you can see,
these animations could be of interest to all language learners.

"SignOnOne" could be used as a tool for testing whether a visual "scenic repre-
sentation” of what happens in a sentence helps with multimodal memorizing as well as
with "naturally analyzing" texts along visual perceptions.

Additionally, sign languages as visual languages should be considered intensively
in the field of visual learning.
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